What Is a Correlative Conjunction?

A correlative conjunction is made up of two parts, and both these parts should be included in
a sentence. However, the two parts are always split up by words in between.

Some examples of correlative conjunctions are as follows:

both/and either/or neither/nor

whether/or just as/so not only/but also

These conjunctions are used when there is a continuous flow of ideas. Therefore, when used
in a sentence, correlative conjunctions are not separated by commas (a comma will break the
flow).

Example 1
Incorrect: The tsunami caused damage not only to property, but also to life.
Correct: The tsunami caused damage not only to property but also to life.

Example 2
Incorrect: Julia is trying to decide whether she wants to go to law school, or be a doctor.
Correct: Julia is trying to decide whether she wants to go to law school or be a doctor.

© Cactus Communications Pvt. Ltd. All rights reserved.
We encourage you to share or distribute this material via printouts, e-mails, blogs, or the intranet. The only consideration
for distribution of our material is that our copyright and contact information should be retained.



