Dissertation Proposal Skeleton
Write Directly Into This Template, Section by Section
How to Use This Skeleton
Each heading below corresponds to a standard section of a dissertation proposal. A short placeholder description explains what belongs in that section. Delete each placeholder description and replace it with your own written content. Remove or reorder sections as needed to match your department's specific requirements.

Title Page
[Placeholder: Insert your working title, name, institution, department, degree program, supervisor's name, and date of submission. Use the separate Proposal Title Page Template for a ready-made layout.]

Introduction
[Placeholder: Establish the research problem, its significance, and your central research question. Move from broad context to a specific, focused statement of what you intend to investigate. End this section with your research question stated clearly.]

Aims and Objectives
[Placeholder: State what your research intends to achieve (the aim), then break this down into specific, measurable steps (the objectives) that describe how you will achieve it. Use the SMART framework: Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, Time-bound.]

Literature Review
[Placeholder: Survey the key theories, debates, and findings relevant to your topic. Synthesize sources thematically rather than summarizing them one by one. Identify the specific gap in existing research that your study will address.]

Research Methodology
[Placeholder: Describe and justify your research design, data sources, sampling approach, data collection methods, and data analysis techniques. Explain why these choices are the best fit for answering your research question, not just what you plan to do.]

Ethical Considerations
[Placeholder: Address how you will protect participants, obtain informed consent, maintain confidentiality, and comply with your institution's ethics review requirements. If your study does not involve human participants, briefly explain why ethical approval is not required.]

Limitations
[Placeholder: Acknowledge the boundaries and potential weaknesses of your proposed study, such as sample size, time constraints, or access to data. Distinguish these from delimitations, which are the deliberate choices you made to scope the study.]

Timeline
[Placeholder: Present a realistic schedule for each phase of your research and writing process. Use the separate Gantt-Style Timeline Template for a ready-made table you can adapt.]

Budget
[Placeholder: If applicable, detail any costs associated with data collection, travel, software, participant compensation, or other resources, particularly if you are seeking funding. Delete this section if a budget is not required by your program.]

References
[Placeholder: List all sources cited in your proposal using your program's required citation style (APA, MLA, Chicago, Harvard, Vancouver, or IEEE). Ensure consistency throughout the document.]

