Qualitative Study Dissertation Timeline Template
Use this template to plan a qualitative dissertation, where data collection and analysis often happen iteratively rather than in strict sequence. Replace each placeholder date with a date specific to your program.
Timeline Table
	Phase
	Key Tasks
	Start Date
	End Date

	Topic and Proposal
	Refine research questions, draft proposal, schedule proposal defense
	[Date]
	[Date]

	Literature Review
	Conduct database searches, screen sources, draft review chapter
	[Date]
	[Date]

	IRB Approval
	Prepare consent forms and interview protocol, submit IRB application
	[Date]
	[Date]

	Participant Recruitment
	Identify and contact potential participants, confirm sample size
	[Date]
	[Date]

	Data Collection
	Conduct interviews, focus groups, or observations; transcribe data
	[Date]
	[Date]

	Coding and Analysis
	Develop codebook, code transcripts, identify themes
	[Date]
	[Date]

	Findings Chapter
	Draft findings narrative supported by participant quotations
	[Date]
	[Date]

	Discussion and Conclusion
	Connect findings to literature, write implications and limitations
	[Date]
	[Date]

	Committee Review
	Submit full draft, allow committee feedback period
	[Date]
	[Date]

	Revisions
	Incorporate committee feedback into final draft
	[Date]
	[Date]

	Defense and Submission
	Schedule and complete oral defense, submit final document
	[Date]
	[Date]


Notes and Reminders
1. Build in extra time for participant scheduling, since interviews are often rescheduled.
1. Keep coding and data collection slightly overlapping rather than fully sequential.
1. Track saturation, that is, the point at which new interviews stop adding new themes.
Instructions for Use
1. Replace the placeholder text in each row with your own task names and dates.
1. Add or remove rows as needed to match your program's required phases.
1. Share the completed table with your advisor for review before finalizing.

