Research Question Refinement Worksheet
Test Your Draft Question Against the FRSOCR Framework
Instructions
Write your draft research question in the box below. Then, for each criterion in the table, assess whether your question meets the standard, and use the right-hand column to note how it passes the test or what needs revising. Revise your question as needed and re-test it until every row reads as a clear pass.

Step 1: Write Your Draft Research Question
	Draft Research Question

	 
 



Step 2: Test Against Each FRSOCR Criterion

	FRSOCR Criterion
	What to Check
	Pass / Needs Work + Notes

	Focused
	Does the question address a single, clearly defined problem rather than several issues at once?
	 
 

	Researchable
	Can the question be answered using primary and/or secondary sources you can realistically access?
	 
 

	Specific
	Is the question precise enough (population, context, variables) to be answered thoroughly within your word count?
	 
 

	Original
	Does the question contribute something new: a new context, population, method, or angle not already covered?
	 
 

	Complex
	Does the question require sustained analysis, rather than a simple yes/no or one-sentence answer?
	 
 

	Relevant
	Does the question matter to your field of study or to society more broadly, and can you explain why?
	 
 



Step 3: Revised Research Question
After working through the table above, write your refined research question here. Repeat the process if any criterion still reads as a fail.
	Revised Research Question

	 
 



Reference: Weak vs. Strong Examples
Use these as a benchmark while refining your own question.

	Weak (Too Broad or Vague)
	Strong (Specific and Researchable)

	How does social media affect students?
	Does daily Instagram use of more than two hours correlate with lower GPA among first-year STEM undergraduates at large US public universities?

	What is the impact of leadership on organizations?
	How do servant leadership behaviors among mid-level managers affect employee retention in non-profit healthcare organizations in the Southeastern United States?




