Literature Gap-Mapping Table
Visualize Your Sources, Arguments, and the Gaps They Leave Open
Instructions
Add one row per source you are reviewing for your literature review. Record the source's main argument, the method it used, and the specific gap it leaves open (population, methodological, conceptual, temporal, or geographic). Once the table is filled in, look across all rows to identify patterns: where do several sources leave the same kind of gap? That pattern is likely your research opportunity.

	Source (Author, Year)
	Main Argument
	Method Used
	Type of Gap
	Specific Gap Description

	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 



Types of Gaps: Quick Reference
	Type of Gap
	Example

	Population gap
	Studies have focused on one population; another comparable population has not been studied.

	Methodological gap
	Existing research relies on one method (e.g., surveys); no experimental or longitudinal studies exist.

	Conceptual gap
	A variable has been measured broadly but not broken down into more precise sub-concepts.

	Temporal gap
	Findings predate a major shift (e.g., a new technology or policy) and may no longer apply.

	Geographic or contextual gap
	Certain settings (e.g., rural areas, specific countries) are underrepresented in the literature.



Step 2: Synthesis Notes
After completing the table, summarize the overall pattern of gaps you have identified across your sources. This summary becomes the foundation for the research gap argument in your literature review.
	Synthesis Notes

	 
 




