Methodology Decision Matrix
Weigh Candidate Methods Against Your Research Question
Step 1: State Your Research Question
	Research Question

	 
 



Step 2: Compare Candidate Methods
List each method you are considering, including the one you expect to use and at least one realistic alternative. For each, note its strengths for your specific question, its limitations, and your decision (accepted or rejected) with a brief justification.

	Candidate Method
	Strengths for This Question
	Limitations
	Decision (Accept/Reject)
	Justification

	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 



Step 3: Final Methodology Summary
Summarize the method you have selected and the core reasoning for why it is the best fit for your research question. This summary can form the opening of your methodology section.
	Final Methodology Summary

	 
 



Reference: Approach Types
	Approach
	Best Suited For
	Common Methods

	Qualitative
	Exploring meanings, experiences, and social phenomena where numerical measurement would miss nuance.
	Interviews, focus groups, observation, document analysis, case studies

	Quantitative
	Testing hypotheses, measuring variables, and establishing statistical relationships across larger samples.
	Surveys, experiments, existing datasets, structured observation

	Mixed Methods
	Research questions that require both numerical data and contextual understanding.
	Sequential or concurrent combination of surveys and interviews, or experiments and observations




