Quick-Reference Checklist Before Submission
Use this checklist to verify the formatting and validity of all bacterial names before submitting your manuscript.
	#
	☐
	Checklist Item
	What to Verify
	Where to Check

	1
	☐
	Full name at first mention
	Every bacterial species is written out in full (genus + specific epithet) the first time it appears in the text, abstract, and each figure or table legend.
	Main text, abstract, figure/table legends

	2
	☐
	Correct italicization
	Genus name and specific epithet are italicized. Abbreviations such as subsp., pv., sp., and spp. are in roman text. Strain designations are in roman text.
	Throughout manuscript

	3
	☐
	Correct use of subsp. and pv.
	Subspecies (subsp.) and pathovar (pv.) abbreviations are in roman text; the epithet following them is italicized. Serovar names follow the genus and species in roman text.
	Methods, Results, throughout

	4
	☐
	Correct strain designations
	Strain designations follow the species name in plain roman text (e.g., Escherichia coli O157:H7). No italics applied to the strain code.
	Methods section

	5
	☐
	Validity check
	All species names are confirmed as validly published. Names not yet validated are in quotation marks. Unverified or reclassified names have been updated.
	LPSN (bacterio.net), IJSEM Notification/Validation Lists, EzBioCloud

	6
	☐
	Abbreviation ambiguity check
	No abbreviated genus initial (e.g., M., B., S.) is shared by more than one genus used in the paper. Where ambiguity exists, the full name is used throughout.
	Full text

	7
	☐
	Style guide compliance
	Trailing dots after subsp., pv., sp. match the chosen style guide (e.g., AMA omits dots; CSE and ASM include them). Applied consistently throughout.
	Journal author instructions, CSE/AMA/ASM manual

	8
	☐
	Full name in abstract/summary
	The complete binomial name is spelled out again in the abstract or summary, even if already abbreviated in the body text, per ICSP recommendation.
	Abstract / Summary


Key resources: LPSN — bacterio.net  |  IJSEM — ijs.microbiologyresearch.org  |  EzBioCloud — ezbiocloud.net
